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From the Pastoroés Desk Top
Dear Friends,
On Sunday, April 18" ouri Li ve -RI &asdi n gtewaidship pragram will begin. It will

culminate on Commitment Sunday, May 2nd . That day will be your opportunity as a member
or participant of our church to commit to the use of your God

-given gifts of time, talent, and money in a way that pleases

God. Unless the

When we give of ourselves, our resources, our time, and LOl‘d bUlldS
our money, we are only returning to God the gifts that he the hOUSC
’

=R

has given us to manage for him, the Owner. We are God's
partners in the work of stewardship. Jesus said, "l no =
longer call you servants, because a servant does not know
his master's business. Instead, | have called you friends,
for everything that | learned from my Father | have made
known to you" (John 15:15). What an honor Jesus has be- lt
stowed on us T to call us his friends and to allow us to be §

part of his "business!" builders

As your pastor, | am excited for the opportunity before us to labor
"grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior| , .
Jesus @hPeters318). As we once again are made| 1N Vain.
aware of the grace extended to us by our Savior, let us re-
spond joyfully as we make our annual commitment. "May | Psalm 127:1

the God of peace . . . equip you with everything good for
doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom
be glory for ever and ever. Amen" (Hebrews 13:20, 21). May this be your prayer as you con-
sider your commitment decisions.

You will receive a commitment form as the stewardship program begins. There is also a copy
of the commitment in this edition of the Oak Leaves. Please complete and bring the commit-
ment form with you to church on Commitment Sunday, May 2", or return it to the church office
any time at your convenience.

We're looking forward to seeing you in both worship and Bible study as we examine how to
ALi ve -Bl Gading Lifel!o

Faithfully yours,

Pastor Don




Good Friday Devotions il

Oakton UMC Sanctuary Bl i
April 2, 2010 =
Noon to 3 pm c;,/;; o
+The Passion Narrative of John+ S =

We invite you to this Good Friday service of worship on Good Friday which begins at
noon and continues through 3 pm, the hour of Jesus6death. You will be invited to go
downstairs to the prayer vigil and labyrinth at the conclusion of the service. The service
is divided into six major passages of scripture from the Gospel of John, each of which
portrays our Lor @& Bassion beginning with his vigil in the garden of Gethsemane. The
order is intentionally simple, and will repeat itself at one half-hour intervals. Preachers
for the day, in order of service, are:

12:00 pm The Rev. Michael Southall -Vess, Arlington Forest United Methodist
12:30 pm The Rev. Marable Southall -Vess, Graham Road United Methodist Church
1:00 pm The Rev. Dr. Edward Bauman, Retired United Methodist Minister

1:30 pm  The Rev. Dr. James Hoffman, Fairfax Baptist Church

2:00 pm  The Rev. Donna Johnson, Unity of Fairfax

2:30 pm  The Rev. H. Donald Hawks, Oakton United Methodist Church

SATURDAY
This year we are adding a service at 8:00 pm on Saturday night to conclude the Holy
Week fAEaster Watcho (prayer vigil).

EASTER SUNDAY
Celebration Services of Word and Sacrament of Communion---
8:30 am Chapel; 10:55 am Sanctuary

We will have our annual Butterfly to be decorated prior to both the 8:30 and 10:55
services. Please check your gardens for fresh flowers and greenery to bring with you on

}TQ’




Live a God -Pleasing Life!
FROM THE FINANCE AND NURTURE COMMITTEES ---

As Christians, we are stewards or managers of all the gifts God has given us. This is quite a task, a
task, frankly, that we, on our own, are incapable of carrying out. Yet we don't have a choice; all Chris-
tians are called to be stewards. We are not left on our own, though. The God who calls us equips us
as well.

"May the God of peace . . . equip you with everything good for doing his will,

and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to who

be glory for ever and ever. Amen" (Hebrews 13:20-21)

Faith is the foundation of our stewardship. It is only through faith that we can please God, and it is
only by faith in Christ's mighty power within us that we are able to do the works God has prepared for us
to do.

If we are to be stewards living a God -pleasing life, we must follow the path of discipleship that Jesus
lays out before us. We are called to serve, even as Jesus himself "did not come to be served, but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many" (Matthew 20:28).

God-pleasing stewards give generously, even as their Master, Jesus, gave all he had, his very life.
Generosity was the hallmark of  the early Christians who "shared everything they had . . . There were
no needy persons among them" (Acts 4:32, 34). Out of thankfulness to our giving God, who gives so
generously, we, along with our spiritual forefathers, respond to the needs of others, giving to them as
unto the Lord (Matthew 25:40).

During the weeks of APRIL 18 i MAY 2 we will spend three Sundays learning and growing and becom-
ing stewards living a God -pleasing life. It is our hope and prayer that you will attend the worship ser-
vices for this very important, educational, and enriching program.

LIVING A GOD-PLEASING LIFET STEWARDSHIP 2010
Faith, Discipleship, Generosity

Your commitment to Oakton UMCO6s ministry is vi
ment. The support of everyone is important! Please make your 2010 pledge. Help us to aim for the
goal!

$455.000 (amended from goal in March 17th
letter)

Goal

$0.00
0 commitments as of April 1st

al



Loed, thanks COMMITMENTS TO THE MISSION OF

foe Youe credlion.

CHRIST AND MY CHURCH

| COMMIT TO BE FAITHFUL WITH MY TIME:

| will spend an average of minutes per day in
personal Bible reading over the next year.

Y. | will attend group Bible study(ies) per month.

I will faithfully worship times per year.

| COMMIT TO BE FAITHFUL WITH MY TALENT:

I will do the following:

| COMMIT TO BE FAITHFUL WITH MY MONEY:

As a steward of God's resources, my/our percentage commitment of my/our income to God
through my/our church will be percent which is $ per week.

(Prayerfully consider the faith goal of tithing).

Name(s)
LIVING A GOD-PLEASING LIFE 7 STEWARDSHIP 2010
Faith, Discipleship, Generosity
Your commitment to Oakton UMCO6és ministry is v

ment. The support of everyone is important! Please make your 2010 pledge. Help us to aim for the

goal!
> $455,000
Goal

OLI VE A-PGENASI NG LI FH!
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Devotional Meditation

devotion today

Scripture Reading:

AListen, [ t el l you a myst
we will all be changed . . . the dead will be raised im-
perishable, and the mortal with immortality . . . The

sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.
But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ-67).(1 (¢

WEGVE WON!

Wedve all been stung by death. Chil dr
Sickness or age or accident creeps up on
But death is a final and painful reality. When death comes to one we love, no matter the
age of the person, we are stung. For some the sting remains, even though it may be eased
by passing time. When death comes to a Christian, however, the sting of death is momen-
tary. We who mourn do not mourn without hope, for we know that death is not the end.

The disciples who watched their Savior hang on the cross were stung by his death.
They mourned without hope, for they didnd
lessness turned to great joy, though, when Christ appeared to them alive! Because he rose
from the dead, we, too, shall rise. Death could not triumph over Christ and it cannot tri-
umph over us. Through Christ, weobve won!
ess and carries us into the heavenly dimension.

What a profound mystery this is! Our only responseistocry, A Thanks b é
The sting of death is removed because, i N

Discussion Thoughts:

1. Read the entire passage in 1 Corinthians 15:5-58.

2. According to verse 50, what must we have in order to live in Heaven with Christ?
3. According to verse 58, what two things are we to do as we wait for Heaven?
What is the promise contained in that verse?

Prayer:

Dear Lord, you have taken away the sting of death through your death and resur-
rection. You have given us new victorious lives to live in you each day. Keep us steadfast
in faith until the end and use us to spread the Good News of victory in Jesus. In his name
we pray. Amen.

ot 3

51

en d
us,




Grace Notes April 2010
dZLA note from your music director. . . dzLJ

As | write this article, the sun is shining, the air is warming, and spring is finally on its way!
For me, Easter is always the central focus of springtime, as it marks the end of the long
Lenten journey, and also the end of the long winter season. This year, more than any
other in my memory, | am ready for those endings to come! It has been a long winter for
al | of us, and what better way to cel ebr 3
Christds resurrection. We feel the joy d
the Sanctuary, the bright spring dresses worn, the uplifting words from the pulpit, and, of
course, through the music. Special thanks go out to all who helped make our music so
uplifting this year: Jan Murley and Trudy Rupp, for their organ/piano duets, the members of
our vocal choirs, for working so hard to prepare our anthem for Easter morning, and the
four members of our brass ensembl e, whose
celebration: Stan Ellis, Kristen Ramirez, Norm Dietz and Nate Sorenson. What a blessing
to have so many musicians willing to share their time and talents for the glory of God!

As we look forward into spring, calendars start filling up and we get caught up in a flurry of

activities. In your planning for the month ahead, please make sure to include this impor-
tant date in your calendar:

The Dessert Handbell Concert is coming!!

When? Sunday, May 9, 4:00p.m.

Where? OUMC Sanctuary, with a dessert reception to follow in the Large So-
cial Hall

Why? Because we are hoping to not only share beautiful, fun, and uplifting

handbell music with you, we are also hoping to raise the final funds
needed to purchase new handbell tables before our old ones fall
apart!

So cel ebrate Mother o6s Day with good w
cert (dessert included!) - we hope to see you there!

May you feel the warmth of the sun, and the blessings of spring!

Shannon

or s



Church Plants

Did you know the four plants in the Sanctuary and Breezeway are known as Peace Lilies?
The Peace Lily is grown for its bold shiny green foliage and although the leaves are the
main attraction, they are complemented by white flower stalks. Peace Lilies need consis-
tent care throughout the year. Too much water will cause the tips of the leaves to turn
brown. Too little water causes the plant to wilt.

We have had an unusual winter and all four plants are suffering from lack of attention fol-
lowed by too much attention.

If there is anyone who might like to take over the care of the peace lilies, please call Betty
Harwick at 703-938-1786, or send email to bandbharwick@verizon.net.

Activities in Neighborhood Churches

Vale UMC - 2010 Cowboy Classic Auction

April 24 from 7 to 10 p.m., join us for some good old western fun. Including BBQ, coleslaw, baked
beans and more. Mar k your calendar and come
ceeds go to outreach missions. Donations are currently being accepted to the auction.

Church of the Good Shepherd UMC

April 10 7 Come Make Sandwiches for Food for Others

Want to do something to help the hungry in our local community? Come and make sandwiches for
local food bank Food for Others to distribute to those in need. The project will be the mission at The
Church of the Good Shepherd, 2351 Hunter Mild/l
sponding to Resurrection. After the service
those in attendance are invited to stay for dinner. Hearts Afire is a new program that combines
message, mission, music and a meal. It is held on the second Saturday night of each month in the
churchdéds Fellowship Hall. Church Youth Direc
contemporary worship service for people of all ages. Dress is casual.

April 17 7 Spring Rummage Sale

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Fairfax

April 6 T May 11 7 Voluntary Simplicity

Six Tuesdays, 7:307 9 p.m., learn how to align your activities with your true purpose in life. Spend
time on what you value most by clarifying your intentions and goals at the same time you connect
more deeply to the natural world. Enrich your life and live more lightly on this Earth. We will use
the North West Earth Institute workbook. The course fee of $20 covers the cost of the book.

May 1 7 Annual Yard Sale. Donation days Wednesday, April 28 1 Friday, April 30

supr
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CRC Fundraiser

6th Annual Child Rescue Centre 5K Run 1 Mile Walk i at Galilee UMC Sterling, VA

Registration is now open for the 6th Annual Helping Children Worldwide Child Rescue Centre (CRC)
5K Benefit Run and 1 Mile Walk that will take place in Sterling (Broad Run Farms) on Saturday, April
17.

This is a great opportunity to enjoy the Spring weather and help the children of the CRC at the same
time. Family participation is encouraged. The CRC was created several years ago in Bo, Sierra Leone,
West Africa to provide food, shelter, medical care and education to children who were orphaned as a
result of a brutal civil war in that country. For more information on the Child Rescue Centre please feel
free to visit our website at www.childrescuecentre.org.

Reqgistration for the run or walk is easy and you may do it by visiting www.active.com, then type "CRC
Benefit" in the search field at the top of the page. Registration Sheets are also available by the OUMC
front door "Bob Short" entrance on the bulletin board.

For information on Company Sponsorships, please contact the Event Coordinator, Brad Phillips at
brad@heidengroup.com or see the Sponsorship Sheets available by the OUMC front "Bob Short" door
entrance on the bulletin board.

We look forward to seeing you there!
Helping Children Worldwide is a 501 ¢ 3 non-profit (EIN - 76-0729857).

Galilee UMC  http://www.galileeu mc.org/about/ directions/
45425 Winding Road, Sterling, VA 20165

Camp Highroad

Camp Highroad is a 600 acre facility near Middleburg, VA that is owned and operated by the
Northern VA United Methodist Camp & Conference Corporation, a nonprofit outreach ministry
of the Arlington & Alexandria Districts of the United Methodist Church. Camp Highroad pro-
vides a place for year-round group retreats, camping, teambuilding, outdoor education, and
Christian summer camps.

Summer camp registration is now available at www.camphighroad.org. The summer camp
runs in one week sessions from June 20 to August 6. Camp is available to rising 3rd graders
through rising 12th graders. There are regular summer camp sessions and sessions with
emphasis on horses, mountain boarding, and digital movie making. There is also a very
popular choral camp and a mission camp for rising 7th thru 12th graders.

Please check the website or call the office at 540-687-6262 for further information.



http://www.childrescuecentre.org
http://www.active.com,
http://mail.oaktonumc.org/cgi-bin/compose.exe?id=01dd1ea29bd29add95415d9392b3a7454621&new=&xsl=compose.xsl&to=brad@heidengroup.com
http://www.galileeu%20mc.org/about/%20directions/

Outreach Committee Activities
The Lamb Center -
The committee continues to prepare and deliver lunch once a month to homeless
people and the working poor at The Lamb Center in Fairfax. We currently have
enough volunteers.

Martha's Table -

The committee sponsors a volunteer trip to Martha's Table on the 4th Saturday of
each month. Mark your calendar for Saturday, April 24th, when committee members
will lead another group of volunteers to Martha's Table where we prepare meals for
the homeless in our nation's capital.

For more information about the above, please call Barbara McGilvray at 703-264-
0383 or email her at mcaqilvrayj@aol.com.

Young Adults

April 17th at the home of Jan & Kirk Smith at 6:30 pm
10714 Pine Street, Fairfax, VA 22030

Please bring a dish to share and your loose change for pennies for change. Childcare will be available
on site. Please be kind and RSVP the Smiths at 703-865-7770 or janbrewer00@yahoo.com including
how many children so we can plan childcare accordingly. Feel free to bring along a friend or two, the
more the merrier. Hope to see everyone there!

We still need hosts going forward, so please bsdg
sessiond you pick the date that works best for you then just let Lisa Lanser or Wayne Malick know so
we can mark the YA calendar! Hosting is as easy as opening the door and providing the utensils &
drinks.

We are planning to gather for a Saturday in July at Old Dominion Speedway in Manassas, VA once
again this year - Green Flag 7 pm...and is certainly open to Anyone who'd like to come & sit with us.
Watch for more details to follow in the coming months. www.oldominionspeedway.com for more details
Tickets are $15 adult (16yrs or older) or $6 (6-15yrs)

NOTE to All YA Members: You can view the calendar, photos or the contact file anytime by going to
Yahoo groups or thru http://groups.yahoo.com/group/OUMCYoungAdults
Also, if you have church event photos you'd like to share, you're welcome to share them on the site.

Only our members can access it.

t
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United Methodist Women

OUMC 2010 Yard Sale will be in May this year : I't is time to start
Spring Yard Sale. We will be having it on May 15, 2010 between 8 am and 2 pm. This is an op-
portunity for the Oakton area residence and OUMC members to gather at OUMC to sale an as-
sortment of items that would be acceptable to a Christian/family environment. Sellers have of-
fered household items, clothing, hobby items, electronics, books, music, toys, furniture, and items
from foreign lands and different cultures. More information will be available through the Sunday,
Bulletin.

0000000600600060000
Arlington District UMW Spring Prayer Breakfast, April 17, 2010, 9 -11:30 am. The Rev. Jenni-

fer Vestal Moore has been the Director of Ch
2007. As part of her position, Jennifer has the joy of speaking to churches and organization about
the i mportant work that the Society of St. A

ers and sisters in the name of Jesus Christ. She will be speaking at the Calloway UMC, 5000 Lee
Highway, Arlington, VA 22207. Carpools will be arranged for OUMC women who would like to
attend this Prayer Breakfast. Contact: Elsie Benson 703 378-7642
0000000600000 00600 -
Summer Fun at Camp Highroads. The OUMC UMW has $200 scholarships available to assist
children who would like to attend summer camp. Registration forms are available on information
table in narthex. Registration is going- on now. There is no link to any financial need, all chil-
dren should go to camp.  Contact: Carol Friesen, UMW Treasurer, 703 319-0027.
0000000600060000060060

JOIN THE OAKTON UNITED METHODIST WOMEN: We are part of a community of 800,000
Methodist women who serve the needs of women, children, and youth. Our PURPOSE is:

to know God: where we conduct Bible studies based on current issues, conduct spiritual growth
programs and spend time in prayer;

to develop a creative supportive fellowship: where we share meals, joys and concerns, com-
municate with women on mission, raise money to provide for needs of women, children and
youth;

to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ: where we conduct mission
studies, share responsibility for the administration of OUMC UMW, conduct programs on social
and racial justice;

to expand concepts of mission through participation in the Global Ministries of the
Church.

During 2009, the Oakton UMW provided $1,450 in support of local church and community
missions and another $4,100 in national and global missions

think
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HELEN STEINACKER GIFT BEING MANAGED BY ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE

On February 27, 2010 the Church Council approved the transfer of the initial cash gift of
$539,398 to the Oakton United Methodist Church from the estate of Helen Steinacker to the En-
dowment Committee for administration and management. Another $30,000 in cash gifts

may come to the OUMC as a result of the sale of other assets in her estate. How blessed we
are as a Church community to have had Helen as part of our congregation. The Endowment
Committee wild|l assure that Helenbdbs | ove for
and her enormous generosity is recognized, revered and preserved for future generations.

On November 25, 2008, the Church Conference passed a resolution establishing a OMUC Per-
manent Endowment Fund Committee. The Endowment Committee members are Giles
Sinkewiz, Bill Van Stavoren, Dick Javins, Stan Ellis, Don Hawks and Alvin Kitchen as Chair-
man. Al Kitchen is a certified public accountant with nearly forty years experience in account-
ing, auditing and financial management.

OUMCbs Endowment Program has been establ i sh

friendsd opportunities to make charitabl e ¢gi

permanent endowment of financial support and a living memorial. The Endowment Program is
intended for purposes that expands or strengthens ministry and that are not usually funded
through the annual operating budget of the church and the regular giving of its members and
friends. Gifts or named endowments to the Program can be directed by the benefactor or are
assigned to one or more of the following funds: 1) General Endowment Funds for special needs
and ministries; 2) Property Funds for improvement or construction of physical facilities; 3) Mis-
sion Funds; 4) Music Funds for special programs, guest musicians and instrument purchases;
and 5) Youth and Christian Education Funds.

The Endowment Committee is investing its funds through the Virginia United Methodist Foun-
dation. The Church Council assigned $150,000 of the Helen Steinacker gift to the Property
Fund to complete three critical infrastructure projects. These projects are the replacement of
the North wall in the furnace room, the replacement of the floor in the Chapel and to refurbish
the large kittchen. The Endowment Committee wil/l provi d
kitchen. That is the funding between the total cost of the project and that the Fund Raising
Committee has raised. This will enable the kitchen replacement to be started as quickly as pos-
sible. Once this project is complete, and if the Fund Raising Committee has raised any addi-
tional funds, they will be transferred to the Endowment Committee and in turn to the Helen
Steinacker General Endowment Fund. The remaining gift and any amounts not used for the
infrastructure projects have been assigned to the Helen Steinacker General Endowment Fund
where the earnings off the principal amount becomes available to expand or strengthen the
Churchdéds ministry.

Have you considered the Oakton United Methodist Church in your estate plans? The Endow-
ment Committee shortly will be putting out more information on this new and exciting program
for the OUMC. If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact Al
Kitchen at 703 753-0871 or any member on the Committee.

t
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Save the Dates:
August 16 - 20, 2010
5:30 — 8:30 PM
Join our
HIGH SEAS EXPEDITION:
Exploring the Mighty Love of God

eagly |

Vacation Bible School
Contact Sammye Justice for questions
and volunteer opportunities:

703—-476—-0608 or justall@cox.net

Virginia Conference School for

When: 3:30 pm on Friday, May 21 to 4:00 pm on Saturday, May 22
Where: Virginia United Methodist Assemble Center in Blackstone, VA

Explore and celebrate childrenos
speakers. Sign up at www.vaumc.org/events See poster in breezeway.
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April Birthdays at OUMC

If we missed your special day, please call the Church Office at 703-938-1234 or
email oumc@oaktonumc.org and let us know your special date!

O~N~NNOOOOOOUI NP P

Sonya Saylor
Sherri Wilkins
Kira Mansfield
Carol Mansfield
Penny Bladich
Jami Paulk
Diane Estus
Paul Ellis

Ann Reiners

Deb Porter
Chuck Kennedy
Andy Margolis
Dale Hutchinson
Joan Walton
Wayne Galentine
Joan Fraser
Georgianne Kennedy
Joe Byram
Jackson Sawyer
Elaine Stout
Nevaeh Ellis Wilson
Aleta Rauch

Rick Fraser

Oakton Christian Preschool News

Spring has sprung at OCP. The children are enjoying playing outside after a very snowy

winter.

coins. April brings Easter to OCP. We enjoyed dying eggs and our annual egg hunt.

Wedr e

|l ooking forward to Pajama Day to

For St. Patrickés Day, we tried

he
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Methodist Web Sites

Oakton UMC: www.oaktonumc.org

Arlington/Alexandria District: www.novaumc.org (this also includes events for young adults)
Virginia Conference: www.vaumc.org

Virginia United Methodist Women:  www.vaumw.org

United Methodist Committee on Relief; new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor

United Methodist Women:  new.gbgm-umc.org/umw

Volunteers in Mission:  www.umvim.org

Homebound Communion

On the first Sunday of each month, the OUMC congregation ob-

serves the Lordoés Supper. I f vy

J homebound and wish to receive communion, please call the church
'/ office at 703-938-1234 or send an email to: oumc@oaktonumc.org

Electronic Oak Leaves

If you would like to receive your copy of the Oak Leaves electronically, be sure the Church Office
has your current e-mail address. Please be aware you can always find the last four issues of the
Oak Leaves on our web site at www://oaktonumc.org/aboutus/pastnewsletters.htmi

ou

Articles for the Oak Leaves

If you wish to send an article for inclusion in the Oak Leaves, please forward it to oak-
leaves@oaktonumc.org by the 15th of the month prior to publication.
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