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From the Past-eJuly201@e skt op

Dear Friends,

I want to share this story with you for this md

A small congregation in the foothills of the Great Smoky Mountains built a new sanctuary on a piece of
land willed to them by a church member. Ten days before the new church was to open, the local build-
ing inspector informed the pastor that the parking lot was inadequate for the size of the building. Until
the church doubled the size of the parking lot, they would not be able to use the new sanctuary. Unfortu-
nately, the church with its undersized lot had used every inch of their land except for the mountain
against which it had been built. In order to build more parking spaces, they would have to literally move
the mountain out of the backyard. Undaunted, the pastor announced the next Sunday morning that he
would meet that evening with all members who had “mountain moving faith.” They would hold a prayer
session asking God to remove the mountain from the back yard and to somehow provide enough
money to have it paved and painted before the scheduled opening dedication service the following
week. At the appointed time, 24 of the congregation’s 300 members assembled for prayer. They prayed
for nearly three hours. At ten o’clock, the pastor said the final “Amen”. “We’ll open next Sunday as
scheduled,” he assured everyone. “God has never let us down before, and | believe God will be faithful
this time too.”

The next morning as he was working in his study there came a loud knock at his door. When he called
“come in”, a rough looking construction foreman appeared, removing his hard hat as he entered.
“Excuse me, Reverend. I'm from the Daniel Boone Construction Company over in the next county.
We’re building a huge shopping mall. We need some fill dirt. Would you be willing to sell us a chunk of
that mountain behind the church? We’'ll pay for the dirt we remove and pave all the exposed area free of
charge, if we can have it right away. We can’t do anything else until we get the dirt in and allow it to set-
tle properly.” The little church was dedicated the next Sunday as originally planned and there were far
more members with “mountain moving faith” on opening Sunday than there had been the previous
week! Would you have shown up for that prayer meeting?

Some people say faith comes from miracles. But others might say: MIRACLES COME FROM FAITH.
This time of the year we tend to be vacationing and yet our minds begin to drift to what we need to ac-
complish by fall. Hopefully we are beginning to consider the harvest of these times of both rest and la-
bor . I 6d | i ke this summegrgissout spiritaab hatvéstitime! Today, as you read this
story and my thoughts, | ask you to take the time to rest from your efforts and open wide your own mind
and heart to receiving good. The fields of your life are ripe with a spiritual harvest waiting for you to
claim it. Many of you are in the midst of answered prayer but you need to recognize and accept it. And
so it is in the life of our church too. Many prayers for the future direction of our church are being an-
sweredd are you ready to see and believe it?

"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self
control." Galatians 5:22, 23. Now is the time to claim a rich harvest of love, joy, peace, patience, kind-
ness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. It is your spiritual harvest time. It is yours for
the taking. Will you claim your spiritual harvest NOW? Will Oakton United Methodist Church claim her
spiritual harvest NOW!

Pastor Don
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YOUTH DIRECTOR

Oakton UMC is seeking a part-time youth director. This is an exciting opportunity for an enthusias-
tic person with interest and experience working with and growing Christian-based programs for
youth in grades 7 through 12. The qualified candidate will be able to help the congregation plan,
prepare and coordinate youth programs. The person will be responsible for developing special pro-
grams for youth, including retreats, recreation activities, service activities, educational opportunities,
camps, etc. Active participation in all youth activities and church worship is required. Please sub-
mit resume with cover letter and professional references to oumc@oaktonumc.org.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS NEEDED for the 2010-2011 Season

The Sunday School team is actively looking for a new team of coordinators to begin serving in Sep-
tember 2010. Lois Hidalgo and Bruce Long will be looking for other opportunities to serve, and both
have indicated that they will not be available for the 2010-2011 academic year.

The Sunday School leader/coordinator position has been most effectively filled when at least two
people share the responsibilities. Most of the work involves coordinating teacher availability. All of
our current teachers have committed to return for the fall classes.

If you are looking for an opportunity to serve, this is a great place to work with a team of dedicated
teachers, and to watch our members of all ages explore and grow in their faith. For more informa-
tion, please call either Bruce Long, Lois Hidalgo, or the church office.
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JOINT SERVICES SUMMER FELLOWSHIP

Come one, come all to a wonderful opportunity to get to know each other. The Andrew Flock, made
up of the attendees of our 8:30 AM service, are hosting our July 18, 2010, joint-services fellowship,
held BETWEEN the two services. We are blessed to have such a friendly church with two services,
but it means those new to our Oakton family may not have met those attending a different service.
Last year the Andrew Flock event was a joyful experience for both old and new attendees and we
do hope you will mark your calendars. If you normally attend the early service, please plan to stay
over and if you attend the 10:55 service, please come early, approximately 9:45 AM.
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Report to Oakton UMC on the 2010 Annual Conference

A. Commission, Boards, Reports and Committee Recommendations

1. REPORT OF THE EQUITABLE COMPENSATION COMMISSION
Recommendation—The Equitable Compensation Fund apportionment for 2011 be $500,000. Approved
2. REPORT OF THE BOARD OF ORDAINED MINISTRY

Recommendation—We recommend that the Virginia Conference require an ethics re-training seminar for all ordained clergy,
licensed clergy and certified professionals be completed every 4 years. Approved

3. REPORT OF THE COMMON TABLE FOR CHURCH VITALITY
Recommendations:
a. Approve the following recommendations by the following Conference Boards:
(1) By the Board of Discipleship regarding the observance and special offering for Christian Education Sunday;
(2) By the Board of Global Ministries regarding the continuation of Conference Relationship Agreements;

(3) By the Board of Global Ministries regarding special offerings for Heart Havens, United Methodist Family Services, and Virginia
United Methodist Homes.

b. Approve changes to the Standing Rules of the Virginia Annual Conference:
Approved
4. BOARD OF DISCIPLESHIP AND LIFE SPAN MINISTRIES

Recommendation—The Board of Discipleship recommends that each church in the Virginia Conference shall observe a Chris-
tian Education Sunday in the fall of 2010, and shall promote and receive a Christian Education offering (50 percent of which will
remain in the district for teaching ministries while the other 50 percent will support teaching ministries through the conference).
Approved

5. MISSION RELATIONSHIP TEAM
Recommendations:
MISSIONARIES
a Adding: Rebecca Parsons-Roanoke, Advance #3021143
Charles Tran-Southeast Asia, Advance #3021133
b. 16 International, 8 National, 3 Virginia approve mission relationships.
Approved
6. HEALTH AND RELIEF TEAM
Recommendations:

1. That the relationship agreements as presented to the Health and Relief Team between the Virginia Conference and Heart Ha-
vens, Inc., UMFS (United Methodist Family Services of Virginia), Virginia United Methodist Homes, Inc., and Wesley Housing
Development Corp., be continued.

2. That the three following special offerings be designated: February, Heart Havens month; December, UMFS; and the weeks be-
tween Mother's Day and Father's Day, Virginia United Methodist Homesd Samaritan Fund.

Approved
7. REPORT OF THE BOARD OF LAITY

The conference Board of Laity nominates Shirley Cauffman of the Arlington District to be re-elected as Conference Lay
Leader for 2010-2012. Shirley was elected.




Report to Oakton UMC on the 2010 Annual Conference
(continued)

B. RESOLUTIONS

Resolution 1, "A Call for 2012 General Board of Pension and Health Benefits-authored Petitions to be Sent to the Annual Conferences," was ap-
proved, with a date change to April 1 instead of March 1.

Resolution 2, "A Call to Prayer and Ministry for Military Families," was amended by the Rev. Helen Casey-Rutland, whose amendment was
accepted by Peter Prindle, the author of the resolution. The Rev. Brad McMullen objected to the support of Part 4 of the resolution because
they are not liturgical holidays. The Rev. Charles Townsend offered a response to the objection. Resolution 2 was adopted as amended.

Resolution 3, Coping with Crime Approved
Resolution 4, Tobacco Policy in Virginia Approved

Resolution 5, dealing with the formation of a "Bishops' Foundation" which will combine the funds of the Goodson Foundation, the Stockton Acade-
my for Evangelism and the Pennel Foundation, was approved.

C. REPORT OF THE TASK FORCE ON REDISTRICTING
The recommendation to reduce districts from 18 to 16 was approved.

D. Site selection committee recommended shortening the length of sessions and two additional years in Hampton, 2015
and 2016. Roanoke District Superintendant The Rev. Steve Hundley made a motion to change meetings to Roanoke
for those two years. The Recommendation and Hundley's amendment passed.

E. Contributions as of Tuesday Night

Contribution are 43,443 kits (25,137 health kits; 10,155 school kits; 4,856 birthing kits; 1,154 sewing kits; 1,734 layette kits; and 30 flood
buckets). Along with cash donations of $73,523, the approximate total value is more than $600,000. The collection of the conference offer-
ing was taken during morning worship; the amount announced before the Tuesday dinner break was $180,500. Total giving by the confer-
ence to relief efforts in Hatti is up to $1.6 million in the latest total from the General Board of Global Ministry, it was announced by Una Jones
of The Advance. And the total number of meals packed on Monday and Tuesday for Stop Hunger Now was 102,000.

F. Other Items at the Conference
1. The conference also voted to turn over control of its longtime retreat center in Blackstone to the center's board of directors.

2. Virginia was honored by The Advance for most mission giving for the whole connection in 2009. There were 36 clergy in the 2010 class of retir-
ees, with 945 years of combined ministry.

3. Conference membership stands at 338,334, an increase of 774 members from the previous year. Worship attendance is 112,624, down by 4,000.
There were 5,966 professions of faith, up by 154 from last year.

James M. Walton




"Young Adults"

AYoung Adults" are planning to gather and sit &
in Manassas, VA once again this year - Green Flag 7 pm...and this is open to Anyone who'd like to

come & sit with us. Tickets are $15 adult (16yrs or older) or $6 (6-15yrs) and will be cancelled if bad
weather. Please let Wayne Malick or Lisa Lanser know to look for you to wave you over to join us & to
give us an idea of how much space we may need to try & save for our group, or just come on over. You
can bring items into the grounds...Please see www.oldominionspeedway.com for more details.

LOOKING AHEAD:

Sat. August 28th we'll be at the home of Aleta & Sam Rauch for a "Redneck" Pool Hoe-Down (Aleta's
words) at 2734 Clarkes Landing Drive, Oakton, VA 22124...Be kind and RSVP to arcordie@yahoo.com
or 703-620-0346, if you are bringing children, to ensure we have enough childcare providers on hand.

September 2010 (exact date to be determined) will be another Pool Party - held at the temporary home
of Rex & Maryanne Turner (while they have their home built) at 8900 Old Courthouse Road in Vienna.
Be kind and RSVP to mturnerl2@verizon.net, if you are bringing children, to ensure we have enough
childcare providers on hand.

October 2010 (exact date to be determined) will be held at the home of Cheng Tang & Katherine Archer
at 11911 St. Helena Dr., Oakton, VA 22124. Be Kind and RSVP to 703-716-7363 if you are bringing
children in need of childcare.

NOTE to All YA Members: You can view the calendar, photos or the contact file anytime by going to
Yahoo groups or through http://groups.yahoo.com/group/OUMCYoungAdults

If you have church event photos and you'd like to share, you're welcome to share them on the site.
ONLY our members can access them.

Remember while most Young Adults are 20s age range....OUMC's is special and our members are any-
one from 20's - 50's & We'd love to have you join us! The monthly Potluck gathering, rotates to different
me mber s6 homes each mont h, usually with a month

Coming means bringing some kind of dish to share and your loose change for Pennies for Change of-
fering (when the jar is remembered that is). Childcare is usually available on site & the kids usually have
a fun time too.

We wi || need hosts going forward, so please be
gathering...You pick the date that month that works best for you then just let Lisa Lanser or Wayne Ma-
lick know so we can mark the YA calendar (lisalanser@yahoo.com)! Hosting is as easy as opening the
door and providing the utensils & drinks.

t
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http://groups.yahoo.com/group/OUMCYoungAdults

Mark Your Calendars!

On Sunday, November 14, in honor and support of our military, Family
Ministries will host a potluck lunch directly after the 10:55 a.m. service.

We are O6enlistingd your help earl
and all military memorabilia through the ages (e.g., uniforms, parts of
uniforms, camp equipment, mess kits, old posters) for use in our display
of memorabilia from all/l branches
photographsd old and newd of loved ones in their uniforms. Be sure to
put your name and contact information on anything that you loan to us
so that it may be returned to you. ~

We thank you in advance for your assistance. If you have any questions,
please contact Wanda Kirkpatrick at 703-591-3437.

SCHOOL BACKPACKS FOR RISING HOPE UM MISSION CHURCH:

Now that school is out, do you have gently used or never used school backpacks taking up closet
space in your home? The children of Rising Hope United Methodist Mission Church can use
these backpacks. This church serves the least, lost, lonely, and left-out community along the
Route 1 corridor in Alexandria, VA. In 2009, Rising Hope provided school bags and school sup-
plies for some 240 children. Thank you OUMC, for providing 54 of those school bags.

Both empty backpacks and separate packages of school supplies (for any age) are needed.
Please bring your items to OUMC between July 15" and Aug 15". They will be stored and
then delivered to Rising Hope the week before school starts. Helen Albanese (703 242-1356)
and Jean Hardison (703 255-6442) may be contacted for questions.
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High Seas Expedition Vacation Bible Study
Wish List, July 2010

We always need lots of crazy stuff for VBS! Can you help by lending or g
chasing a few items? Weolst bma k g
clearly marked with your name. Thank you so much!

Bible Voyage

Short Section of plastic mesh fencing (to cut up for use as prisoner handcuffs)
Box fans, 2

Large brown paper bags, 10

Brown craft paper, 1 roll

Balloons, various colors, 11 2 packages
Blue cellophane, 1 roll
Mini-marshmallows, 1 bag

Crackers, 1 bag

Gummy Worms, 1 bag

Pretzel sticks, 1 bag

Chadder ‘AwayEmenla
Starburst candies, 1 bag

Clipper Ship Crafts

Walnut Shells, neatly halved, 60 or so
Toothpicks, 1 box

Polyfoam, 2 large bags

ur-
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VBS Wish List (continued)

Ship Rec Games

Vinegar, 1 small bottle

Baking soda, 1 box

Chil dés wading po
String mop

Inflatable beach balls, 2

Kitchen timer

Empty 2-liter Soda bottles, 6

The Floating Finale

5-gallon paint buckets, 2

Styrofoam cups, 50

Poster Board, 5 sheets

Bungee cords, 2

Heavy plastic, 2 large sheets (cheap plastic shower curtains are ideal)
4 balls: soccer, volleyball, basketball, etc.

Meals

We expect to feed 60-70 children plus 20 - 30 helpers each night = 90-100 per
night. We will need:

Heavy-duty paper plates 100/ 100/ 100/ 100/ 100

Plastic cups, 5i 8 0z size 100/ 100/ 100/ 100/ 100

Napkins 100/ 100/ 100/ 100/ 100

Plastic forks: 100 (We have many left from last year)

To help with meals, contact:
Betty Harwick: 703-938-1786/ bandbharwick@verizon.net

Wish List Manager: Helen Albanese: 703-242-1356/ hjalbanese@cox.net

VBS Director: Sammye Justice 703-476-0608/ justall@cox.net



mailto:justall@cox.net

July Birthdays at OUMC

July 2 Katie Hidalgo

4 Jesse Prentice

4 Charles Ebert

6 David Kennedy
7 Nicholas Fisher
8 Stephanie Butler
9 Park Hoffman

12 Selina Barrientos
14 Kelly Schuette
15 Sharon LaRoche
16 Chip Empfield

17 Barbara Fisher
21 Madeline Sawyer
22 David Skiffington

23 Jana Baldwin
24 Kirk Smith

25 Lalita Hanshaw
25 Vivian Sinkewiz

25 Cody Majer

27 Joan Rich

29 Fernando Barrientos
29 Frances Honda

If we missed your special day, please call the Church Office at 703-938-1234 or
email oumc@oaktonumc.org and let us know your special date!

Bluegrass Ministry

The United Methodist Men invite everyone for fellowship and a fun filled evening singing blue-
grass and gospel songs on Tuesday, July 20, from 7pm to 9pm in the Chapel. Light refres-
ments will be served at intermission. Grab your fiddle, banjo, guitar, dobro and a neighbor
and join in the fun. The admission is free and the event is open to the congregation and the
Oakton community. Warren Underwood and Andy Margolis will be leading the program. See
you there!

And please mark your calendar for future Bluegrass Ministry programs on the following
dates: 8/17, 9/21, and 10/19
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Recommended Reading
Sacred Spark by Rev. Lisa K. Sykes

Rev. Lisa Sykes is from Vienna, Virginia and is a United Methodist minister in Richmond.
This is about her fight against mercury in childhood vaccinations and the story of what
mercury poisoning has done to her middle son. You will learn some things about govern-
ment agencies that are supposed to be protecting us that will disturb you, and you will also
learn a lot about the United Methodist church that will make you proud. | highly recom-

mend this book. |t i s available in the
stores.
Frances Ellis

L

Grace Notes- July 2010

Summer is here and we can look forward to a variety of special music in July and August
provided by members of our congregation and community. Many thanks go out to the
members of our music groups - the Sanctuary Choir, Glory Sound, Chapel Chair, Alleluia
Ringers and Carillon Ringers- who have shared their gifts with us during the past year.
We will look forward to their return in September and wish them safe travels and a time of
rest as they enjoy their much needed summer break!

HELP WANTED: Are you a whiz at Excel? Do you need to earn a few extra dollars over
the summer? An anonymous donor has agreed to sponsor a short-term music library aid
position to help with updating our music database. Duties would include organizing and
labeling music files, data entry, and the assimilation of all Oakton UMC music into one
Excel database. We are looking for someone who could perform this task efficiently and
effectively, beginning the week of July 19. Please contact Shannon Wise at
wisels@verizon.net if interested. Experience with Excel and strong organization skills
required.

In Christ,

Shannon

Articles for the Oak Leaves

If you wish to send an article for inclusion in the Oak Leaves, please forward it to
oakleaves@oaktonumc.org by the 15th of the month prior to publication.
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