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OAKTON UMC CONFIRMATION MAKE UP

The purpose of the confirmation class is to provide YOU with the tools to make your own decision about whether or not to become a part of the church, confirming the promises made earlier for you by your parents. I hope by now that you have begun to think seriously about your decision. To insure that you have had adequate information and time to assist you in that decision making, we have planned that the Confirmation experience provides that for you. Therefore, if you have missed more than one Sunday class we are asking that you complete this make up if you plan to be confirmed in your faith and become a full, professing member of the church on December 20th. Also if you were previously confirmed, please complete this work if you missed more than one class and want to reaffirm you faith on Dec 20th. 

You can complete this make up one of  2 ways:
1—You can respond to the exercises here and on the “Our Heritage” documents on your own and return you written responses to Pastor Don by December 13th.

2—You can contact one of the leaders to schedule a time before December 13th to orally discuss the questions and exercises.

(Leaders Contact Info. Can be found in the church directory—Pastor Don, Carol Friesen, Kirk Smith).
Please contact me if you have any questions about the make up work: 703.938.1297 or hawks.don@gmail.com
CONNECTING TO JESUS
Take A few minutes to reflect on the questions, below using your imagination. If you were to have a face to face encounter with Jesus, imagine your responses to the se questions.
a .   What did you imagination that Jesus looked like?

b.   How would you know that you had met Jesus?

c.   If you were able, what question do you want to  ask Jesus?

f.   What was his response? 

g.   We are told that when we look at Jesus, we see God. What does looking at Jesus tell you about God?
CONNECTING TO THE BIBLE

Read these stories in the Gospels from the Bible:
· The story of the Transfiguration.    Matthew 17:1-13
· The story of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane.  Mark 14:32-42

· The story of the death of Jesus on the cross.  Luke 23:26-49
· The story of the resurrection of Jesus.  John 20:1-23

After reading the stories answer this question for each story:   What does the story tell you about Jesus?

CONNECTING TO THE CHURCH

Read Acts 2:1-13, 37-47-- the story of the beginning of the church at Pentecost.

Answer the following questions:

a .   The church began as a small collection of followers of a poor, itinerant carpenter in a remote corner of the Roman Empire. What do you suppose could have happened to move the church from this beginning to one of the major religions of the world?

b.   What was it about the early church that made it so popular?

c.   What is it about the church that has made it last so long for all these centuries?
Think about Oakton United Methodist Church after having responded to the questions about the early church. 
a. In what ways do you think our church is like the first church?

b. In what ways are we different?

c. If you were creating your own Christian Church, what would it be like? What would people believe? What practices or activities would the people of the church participate in?

PLEASE REVIEW THE HANDOUT ON OUR JEWISH, CHRISTIAN AND METHODIST HERITAGE.
PLEASE REVIEW THE HANDOUT ON OUR CHRISTIAN CALENDAR.
For each handout, name at least 5 new facts or ideas that you learned.

For each handout, name 2 or 3 things that you already knew.
